530 


QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


sunk under constant and violent shivering fits, which continued from the 
third day after delivery till her death. There had been comparatively 
small quantity of blood lost, but she was very much depressed by it*— 
The other on the third day, with symptoms exactly such as would be pro. 
duced by an over-dose of opium. I had ordered her ten minims of lauda^ 
num ever}* four hours, and as she had only taken three doses, 1 at firs; 
suspected that the medicine had not been properly prepared. On com' 
paring the remainder, however, with another quantity made according 
to the same prescription, 1 could not detect the slightest difference 
colour, taste, or smell. Her death may be accounted for in two ways- 
other the system was peculiarly susceptible of the influence of opium, or 
what is more likely, the stupor proceeded from the excessive loss of blood 
she had sustained; as we sometimes sec convulsions the consequence of 
violent hemorrhage. The comatose state continued for 15 or 16 hour? 
and it was with the greatest difficulty she could be roused even to put 
out her tongue. I never before met with a similar case. 

1 of irritative fever, 17 days after the expulsion of putrid twins, at six 
months; one was expelled two days before the other. There was a slight 
haemorrhage after the birth of the second. I removed the placcnt> 
which were both partly in the vagina, partly retained in utcro by the 
closing of the os uteri upon them. This constriction, and the smallness 
of the uterine cavity, prevented the introduction of my hand, but both 
placenta: were extracted whole. 

Of the Stillborn Children. 

25 were premature. 

9 were putrid at full time, or nearly so. 

9 were breech presentations at full time, or nearly so. 

4 were shoulder presentations. 

1 was under a placcntar presentation. 

1 was after the mother had suffered from accidental hxmorrhage before de¬ 
livery. 

3 were after the mothers had suffered from puerperal convulsions. 

2 were delivered by the long forceps. 

1 was hydrocephalic; delivered by craniotomy. 

2 were after the induction of premature labour. 

1 was under a ruptured uterus. 

1 was acephalous. 

M ith 6 the funis prolapsed by the side of the head, and could not be returned. 
In one of these cases the vagina was much constricted from sloughing 
after a former lingering labour; I was compelled to divide the stricture 
by a scalpel. 

14 were at full time, head presenting; not putrid, nor delivered by art. 

The number of deaths last year was greater than the average proportion in 
tins charity; this may, perhaps, be accounted for in some degree by the pre¬ 
valence of a puerperal epidemic of a very fatal character, which raged during the 
commencement of the year in the eastern and north-eastern extremities and su¬ 
burbs of the town. For, although not one of the patients of the Maternity Cha¬ 
rity died of that specific disease, still during its continuance they appeared to 
suffer more than usual from accidental occurrences, which at other times would 
probably pass without producing any serious consequences. 1 particularly re¬ 
marked that they did not recover so readily after hxmorrhage as I am accus¬ 
tomed to see them, and I suspect that the same condition of the atmosphere 
which favoured the spreading of the epidemic—without exactly inducing the 
prevalent disease—predisposed all puerperal women to various unhealthy ac¬ 
tions on the application of any exciting cause.— Lond. Med. Gaz. March, 1851 

59. Effects of Manufactures upon Health and Longevity.—In an interesting 
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woA on the influence of trades, professions, kc. upon health and longevity, by 
C Tcn.vsn Tnac^nan, Esq. we iind the following statement, in relation to the 
influence of manufactures upon the mortality of Leeds, a manufacturing town. 
For the sake o. comparison, Mr. I', takes at random Iiipon, a town destitute of 
manufactures, and 1 lckering Lytlic, a merely agrioultural district. “ In 1821 
the population of the town and borough of Leeds was 83,796, and the burials 
were la 16, or one death in S5 persons. In the liberty of Kipon at the same 
umc, the population was 12,131, and the burials were 180, or one death in 671 
But Ihpon being subject m a degree at least to the evils of a town, we are re¬ 
quired to compare the mortality at Leeds with that of an agricultural district, 
where the people and their habitations arc not crowded. Pickering Lythe re¬ 
turned in 18.1 a population of 15,232, and the number of burials 205; one 
death consequently in 74 persons. Taking then the mortality at Pickering 
Lythe as the natural one, there was an excess of 321 deaths in the borough of 
f.ccds during the year 1821. And allowing for the increase of population since 
that period, we may fairly say that at least 450 persons die annually in the bo¬ 
rough of Leeds, from the injurious effects of manufactures, the crowded state 
of population, and the consequent bad habits of life!” 
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60. Mode of obtaining the active principle of the Elaterium.— The great uncer- 
tam y of the elatenum as a purgative, propably dependent upon the varying 
jjuiUtties of the drug renders it of some interest that its active principle should 
be obtained, so that the uncertainty in the administration of the article should 
be removed. Joins I). Monnixa, Esq. has attained the active principle which 
he lias named Elatcnnc , in the following manner. 

Elatenum is to be digested for twenty-four hours in distilled water at a tem¬ 
perature of about .00 F. and filtered. The residual matter is to be acted upon 
bv alcohol, s. g- 825 ; this tincture is to be evaporated to the consistence of thin 
ml, and while stdl warm, to be thrown into boiling distilled water: immediately 
a copious white crystalline precipitate forms, and increases in quantity as the 
liquor cools. This precipitate is the elaterine, and which is to be separated 
by decantation and filtration, and repeatedly washed with distilled water In 
this state it is sufficiently pure for medical use; if it be required perfectly pure 
it is only necessary to repeat the solution in alcohol and precipitation ' ’ 

The elaterine is a white crystalline substance, of an extremely bitter and ra¬ 
ther styptic taste, insoluble in water and the alkalies, soluble in'alcohol, ether 
and in hot olive oil, sparingly soluble in dilute acids. When in a state of pu- 
ntv, it forms microscopic rhombic prisms, striated on the sides, possessed of 
considerable lustre, and of a silky appearance when in mass. It is decomposed 
by the strong acids, forming with nitric a transparent yellowish gummy looking- 
mass, anil with sulphuric, a solution of a deep blood-red colour. It is fusible 
at a temperature a little above that of boiling water, and at a higher tempera¬ 
ture is dissipated in thick, whitish, pungent vapour, having rather an ammonia- 
cal odour. 

In die department of materia mcdica will he found an account of the medical 
effects of this article.— Edinburg Medical and Surgical Journal, April, 1831. 


61. Process for Economically preparing the Muriate of Morphia.—Dr. William 
Gbeoort, of Edinburgh, recommends the foilowingprocess for the preparation 
of tile muriate of morphia, without the use of alcohol, and by which this pre¬ 
paration of opium may be made cheaper than any other now in use. 

“ Opium is cut in small pieces, and completely exhausted by cold water or 
water at 90° F. The aqueous infusion is concentrated till it occupies a small 
bulk, and precipitated by a slight excess of ammonia. The precipitate ia col- 


